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Alerting Abstract JP A 

NOVELTY - Manufacture of optical active alpha hydroxy ketone involves 
adding an aldehyde into culture solution of a microorganism having pyruvic 
acid producing ability. DETAILED DESCRIPTION - Manufacture of optical 
active alpha hydroxy ketone of formula (I) comprises adding an aldehyde of 
formula (11) into the culture solution: Rl-CH (OH) -C0-CH3 (I); and Rl-CHO; 
Rl = 1-lOC alkyl, furyl, phenyl (optionally substituted), thio phenyl or 
naphthyl. AN INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for the manufacture of 
I-ephedrine which involves converting L-phenyl acetyl carbinol. 

USE - As raw material for various pharmaceuticals and agrochemicals, for 
manufacture of I-ephedrine useful as a pharmaceutical intermediates and as 
flavoring agents. 

ADVANTAGE - The manufacture of optical active alpha hydroxy ketone is 
economical. It is obtained in high yield with few contents of alcohol by 
product . 
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